CONCESSIONAL LIBRARY
 914     CONG-BESS OF UNITED STATES
 
CONGRESSIONAL, kon gresh'un alf LI-
BRARY. See library of congress.
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, the daily
printed report of the proceedings of the
Congress of the United States. From 1789
to 1824 this was known as the Annals of
Congress; from 1825 to 1837, as the Register
of Debates; from 1837 to 1874 as the Con-
gressional Globe, It does not contain an
accurate record of the actnal proceedings of
Congress, since members are often allowed
the right to insert speeches which they have
never delivered, or to revise remarks which
they have made before the House.
Any person may subscribe for the Eecord}
at $1.50 per month, $4 for the short session
of Congress or $8 for the long session. It is
furnished free to public libraries.
CONGRESSMAN - AT - LARGE. The
Congress of the United States determines the
number of members the House of Repre-
sentatives shall contain for each ten-year
period following the taking of the census.
Each state is divided into as many districts
for election purposes as the number of Rep-
resentatives allotted to it, and each district
chooses one member. If any state is en-
titled to an additional Representative under
a new apportionment it need not defer his
election until a new district is created, but
may elect him from the state at large. All
the voters of the state participate in the
election.
CONGRESS OF MOTHERS, national.
In February, 1897, a group of parents,
educators, clergymen and statesmen met in
Washington, D. C., to formulate plans for
improving the condition and prospects of the
children of the country. The leading figures
of the gathering were Mrs. Theodore W.
Birney and Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst. A. con-
stitution was adopted, in which the aims of
the Congress were stated to be as follows:
The objects of this Congress shall "be to
raise the standards of home life; to give
young* people opportunities to learn how to
care for children, so that when they assume
the duties of parenthood they may have some
conception of the methods which will best
develop the physical, intellectual and spiritual
nature of the child; to Taring- into closer rela-
tions the home and the school, that parents
and teachers may cooperate intelligently in
the education of the child; to surround the
childhood of the whole world with that wise,
loving- care in the impressionable years of
life that will develop good citizens; to use
systematic and earnest effort to this end
through the formation of Parent-Teacher As-
 sociations in every public school and else-
where, through the establishment of kinder-
gartens, and through distribution of litera-
ture which will be of practical use to parents
in the problems of home life; to secure more
adequate laws for the care of blameless and
dependent children, and to carry the mother
love and mother thought into all that con-
cerns childhood. The Congress believes that,
with the aid of Divine Power, these objects
will be accomplished.
As a result of this movement Parent-
Teacher Associations have been established
thronghont the United States, the child-wel-
fare movement has been promoted along
various lines, legislation favorable to children
has been encouraged^ and a Home Education
Division of the Bureau of Education estab-
lished. Since the meeting in 1897 national
child-welfare conferences have been held
every year, and several international con-
ferences have been held in "Washington.
See parent-teacher association.
CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES,
the legislative department of the national
government. It is composed of two houses, a
Senate and a House of Representatives. (For
description of each house, see repbesenta-
tives, house op; senate).
The various Congresses of the United States
are designated by number, and the life of
each Congress is two years. Prior to 1933,
Congress began its life on March 4 of odd-
numbered years; the Congress which began
March 4,1929, and extended to March 4,1933,
was the Seventy-second Congress. Members
of the House of Representatives are elected in
November of even-numbered years. By the
provisions of the Twentieth Amendment to
the Constitution, proposed in 1932, and adopt-
ed in January, 1933, the terms of members of
Congress, both Representatives and Senators,
shall hereafter begin at noon on January 3,
instead of March 4, as heretofore. The life
of a Congress is the length of the term of the
Representatives. The Senate is a continuous
body; one-third of its members are elected
in November of even-numbered years, for a
six-year term.
The Twentieth Amendment provides that
"the Congress shall assemble at least once
in every year", and it may, if necessary, re-
main in session a full year—up to the date
of the opening of the next regular session
in the following January > but in ordinary
times adjournment occurs at a much earlier
date. When the terms of the members of the
, House of Representatives expire, newly elect-

